The Earned Income Tax Credit

Fact Sheet

What is it:

The Earned Income Tax Credit is a tax benefit for people of low to moderate incomes.  This tax benefit provide tax credits ranging from $376 to $4,140

Who qualifies:

	Age
	Number of 

Children*
	Single

Income less than
	Married

Income less than



	25 to 64 years old
	0
	$11, 060
	$12, 060

	n/a
	1
	$29,201
	$30,201

	n/a
	2 or more
	$33,178
	$34, 178


*Children include: sons, daughters, stepchildren, grandchildren, adopted, brothers, sisters, stepbrothers, stepsisters and descendents of any of the aforementioned if they are cared for as members of the family.  Also included are persons totally and permanently disabled and foster children if they have lived in the household for more than half the year.  

How one claims the EIC:

**To claim the EIC workers must file a federal tax return**

Persons with no children:  write “EIC” on the Earned Income Credit line on their federal tax return.

Persons with children:  Include a completed Schedule EIC with their regular tax return.

It is possible to receive unclaimed EIC for the last three years.  Visit www.cbpp.org for details

What employers and community organizations can do:

· Educate workers on the EIC

· Assist workers locate free tax assistance such as Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites or Low Income Taxpayer Clinics (LITC).

For more information…
or to download or order the Earned Income Credit Outreach kit visit the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities website:  www.cbpp.org

